Second Summit of the First Ladies of the Non-Aligned Movement “Food Security and Women’s Access to resources”,
 Rome November 15, 2009
Concept Paper
I-Background:

1.1-The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2009:
Food security exists when people have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life.

However, in 2009, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that the number of  undernourished and hungry people increased to more than one billion people worldwide, with one in every six human beings suffering from undernourishment. This is the highest number of undernourished people since 1970, the earliest year for which comparable statistics are available. If this trend continues, then the Millennium Development Goals and the World Food Summit (1996) target of halving the number of hungry by 2015 will not be achievable.

The rise in food prices in 2007-2008, followed by the economic and financial crisis, has heightened the awareness on poverty and hunger issues around the world. The mere fact that several fora, including the G-8 Summit in L'Aquila and the UN High level Task Force on Food Security, reflects the deep conviction of the international community that eliminating hunger is not only essential on ethical and humanitarian levels, but also a prerequisite for economic, social development as well as world peace and security. 
Unfortunately, in spite of the above mentioned focus on global food crisis, the situation is deteriorating, with plummeting food security indicators coupled with rising problems linked to the global economic and financial crisis and other related factors including climate change. This alarming situation calls for stronger political will and concerted efforts. 
1.2- The World Food /Global Economic Crises and Women’s access to resources:
The primary victims of the food crisis are female-headed households, with the urban poor, since urban areas are more integrated into the world economy, as well as rural net food buyers (approximately 60% of rural households are net food buyers).

When staple prices rise, female-headed households have greater welfare losses than male-headed households, since female-headed households tend to spend greater share of their income on food. In addition, the female-headed households are much more vulnerable to the high food prices because of their limited access to land and to other productive resources necessary for agricultural production (inputs, credit, information, extension, technology, etc).
Women produce between 60 and 80 percent of food in most of the developing countries and are responsible for half of the world's food production. Thus, women are the backbone of food production and family income in developing countries, however they remain limited in their access to productive resources and services: 

Access to land. Not even 2 percent of land is owned by women, while the proportion of female heads of households continues to grow (for example in sub-Saharan Africa, 31 percent of rural households are headed by women, while in Latin America and the Caribbean and Asia, women head 17 percent and 14 percent, respectively). 
Access to credit. For the countries where information is available, only 10 percent of credit allowances are extended to women, mainly because national legislation and customary law do not allow them to share land property rights along with their husbands, or because female heads of household are excluded from land entitlement schemes and consequently cannot provide the collateral required by lending institutions. 

Access to agricultural inputs. Women's access to technological inputs such as improved seeds, fertilizers and pesticides is limited as they are frequently not reached by extension services and are rarely members of cooperatives, which often distribute government-subsidized inputs to small farmers. 
Access to education, training and extension services. Two-thirds of the one billion illiterate in the world are women and girls. Available figures show that only 5 percent of extension services have been addressed to rural women, while no more than 15 percent of the world's extension agents are women. In addition, most of the extension services are focused on cash crops rather than food and subsistence crops, which are the primary concern of women farmers and the key to food security. 

Access to research and appropriate technology. Women have little access to the benefits of research and innovation, especially in the domain of food crops, which in spite of ensuring food security at the household and community levels, have a low priority in crop improvement research. In addition, women farmers' roles and needs are often ignored when devising technology that may cause labour displacement or increased workload.
The above-mentioned factors clearly suggest that special attention should be paid to female-headed households within safety-net programmes for facing rising food prices. Without equitable access to productive resources, hunger cannot be eradicated.

1.3- Some requirements to  promote women’s access to resources:

1.3.1- More investments in agriculture and women:
World population will increase by 50% in 2050 (to be over 9 billion people), mostly in urban areas of the developing countries. There will be fewer farmers, more competition over land, and more challenges to agriculture (climate change) and food security (competition for food crops as animal feed and biofuels). Investing in rural women is the most efficient and effective strategy. Putting one dollar in the hands of a rural women benefits an entire household because women invest more in feeding, caring for and educating children. A child’s chance of survival increases by 20% if the mother controls the household budget.

1.3.2- Better governance of food security, taking into consideration gender equality:
We need better governance and stronger national institutions, especially in developing countries, to realize the right to food (including improved early warning system). We also need stronger women and farmers organizations and representation of women in all institutions at all levels. This requires training and pre-education to shift attitudes and enlist the support of men and elites to support gender equality. Currently women are under represented in decision making at all levels. For example one study of farmers’ organizations showed that while women made up 51% of membership and 48% of employees, only 23% were in top management positions.  
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1.3.3- Supporting both long term agricultural growth and targeted safety nets: “twin track” approach to improve women’s empowerment:
Long term approaches and investments should focus on women’s economic empowerment (access to land, financial services, tools and technologies and reduced domestic burden such as fuel and water). We also need to provide women with training and education to build marketable skills and reduce wage discrimination in employment. Currently gender issues are incorporated in less than 10% of all overseas development assistance to agriculture. Helping women with their domestic responsibilities, such as child care or school feeding programs, allow women to fully participate in agricultural labor markets. 

II- Objectives of the Summit:

1- Providing an opportunity to follow-up and build upon the outcome of the first Summit (Sharm El Sheikh, July 2009), on the food crisis, as well as highlighting the positive impact that women can have on ongoing efforts to  fight  hunger.

2- Stressing the importance of addressing women's limited access to productive resources when setting strategies for sustainable food security.

3- Identifying and sharing best practices and success stories relevant to women access to resources, including national and institutionalized funding mechanisms.

4-  Reaching practical solutions to enhance women's role in achieving food security and eradicating hunger.

5- Promoting partnerships among NAM countries, as well as South/ South  and trilateral cooperation to empower women to contribute to fight food insecurity and hunger.  
6- Identifying ways and means for implementing the recommendations of the summit in collaboration with relevant UN Agencies, other Stakeholders and partners.

III- Outcome and recommendations:
In conclusion, a Chairperson's summary will reflect the main ideas and practical solutions identified during the course of the discussions, as well as means for their implementation. 

        The Summit will also deliver a message before the FAO World Food Summit on Food Security, voicing the scale of food insecurity and the importance of the role of women in achieving MDG'S and the World Food Summit (1996) with respect to fighting hunger and ensuring sustainable food security. 
___________

Annex
A few success stories in fighting hunger and ensuring food security (Source: FAO)
1- Middle East:

1.1-The story of Um Hashem (Fayoum, Egypt):
A TeleFood project helps a poor Egyptian family cultivate vegetables free of pesticides on the roof of their house. The production improves family nutrition and the surplus is sold to increase income and pay school fees. 
Um Hashem. a 46 years old woman lives in the Haqura quarter of Fayoum with her husband, unemployed since he was injured in the army, and four children. Um Hashem has to take care of the whole family. Every morning she runs to the roof to check on her vegetables garden, which 
FAO's TeleFood programme helped her start, by supplying the trays, seeds and tools. She started with six trays, planting lettuce, marrow, spinach, radish, garlic, onion, parsley, aromatic herbs and tomatoes. 
Um Hashem wants to enlarge her roof garden by adding four units. But she needs more boxes and seeds. Now, she buys seeds from the market or gets them from her own plants.
By selling or bartering the produce of her roof garden, Um Hashem gets an extra income which will help her buy the oven she has been dreaming of. She argues that her vegetables, especially tomatoes, sell fast when people learn that they are pesticide free. 
1.2-A junior Farmer and Life School in the Gaza Strip and West Bank:
In the Gaza Strip and West Bank, a junior Farmer and Life School (JFFLS- a learning and empowerment programme that combines both agricultural and life skills), addressed issues such as child protection, property rights, nutrition, health, gender equality, entrepreneurship, and business skills,.
The JFFLS approach in Gaza and West Bank was led by FAO in the school year 2008-2009. The project was developed by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MOEHE), the Ministry of Youth and Sports, in line with Palestinian Reform and Development plan.
In August 2008, schools were selected, in consultation with the MOEHE, the Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MOWA), youth clubs, and the respective communities. Two facilitators from each school were selected: one to work with children on agro-ecological knowledge and production skills and one to work with life skills, children’s potential, self esteem and confidence, and gender equity issues. Children were selected in the schools in collaboration with head masters, facilitators, local leaders and community  members.
 Local women’s associations were in charge of preparing and delivering meals to the children during JFFLS lessons. The women’s associations were also trained in the JFFLS approach and on nutrition issues. 
2- Africa:

In Guinea, a women’s group gets new fish ovens:

Women in fishing communities living along the coast of Guinea, West Africa, are responsible for preserving the local catch by smoking it over open fires. It is a long, hot job and the result is often of poor quality because the fish dries unevenly or becomes charred.

In the villages of Temenetaye and Bonfi, TeleFood funds have been used to support local cooperatives of fish-smoking women. About 150 women in the two villages have been able to replace their ovens with an improved type, which conserves scarce wood and reduces smoke by concentrating the heat. The processed fish is therefore of better quality and fetches a higher price.

The impact of the project has been significant: a reduction in production costs, thanks to more efficient use of wood for smoking; less damage to the environment as a result of the reduced consumption of fuel wood; and, most important of all, an improvement in the health of the women doing the smoking, some of whom are among the poorest in the community.
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3- Asia:

Sri Lanka: The story of Dayangani Rajapaksha:

Dayangani Rajapaksha, 40 years old and mother of three children lives with her family near Dunumala Village in Central Province of Sri Lanka, where she raised betel. The price of betel varies depending on the weather and is prone to disease. A few years ago Dayangani lost  her entire crop. 

Poultry farming TeleFood project offered her family a way to stabilize its income and cope with medical expenses, as the programme helped her establish a coop with 100 chicken. They are still small, but in five months they will start laying from 70 to 80 eggs a day. Some will be consumed by Dayangani's family, however most will be sold to neighbours and shops. Our friends at the National Alliance (a Sri Lankan NGO) have arranged for a veterinarian to teach the family how to care for the chicken.
4- Latin America:

Honduras: Improving women's and men's organizational and marketing abilities:

The Livelihoods Diversification and Enterprise Development Project in Honduras offered a 30 day- course to men fishers and women traders that covered theoretical and practical issues, including quality control, manufacturing best practices, basic accounting, and processing techniques.

The training helped women increase profits by 20 percent. Both women traders and men fishers now want access to technologies such as ice makers and small freezing cabinets. Men are already organized into a fishing cooperative, which makes it feasible to purchase the technology; women are planning to form an association to help them access equipment that will reduce their everyday vulnerability, improve fish storage and thus improve market prices.

Furthermore the project leadership expects that any increase in profits from fish sales will positively impact households nutrition and food security, given that women would control the profits. The option currently under consideration is to provide one ice production facility to the men owned cooperative, and a second to the municipality, with open access to registered fishermen and women traders.

____________
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